Introduction
Self-esteem is among the most prevailing of all psychological constructs. According to Rhodewalt and Tragakis (2003) the concept ranks alongside negative affectivity and gender as one of ''the top three covariates in personality and social psychology research' ' (p. 66) . A range of definitions of selfesteem have been proposed (e.g., James, 1890; Branden, 2001) , and a variety of forms have been investigated including global versus specific self-esteem (e.g., Rosenberg et al., 1995) , contingent versus true self-esteem (Deci and Ryan, 1995), trait versus state self-esteem (e.g., Brewer and Miller, 1996) , personal versus social self-esteem (e.g., Crocker and Luhtanen, 1990) and secure versus defensive self-esteem (Jordan et al., 2003) . Given the level of interest in the concept it is surprising that there have been so few neuropsychological/ neuroscientifc investigations undertaken in this area. The present study sought to address this gap in the literature by examining the possibility of hemispheric lateralisation of selfesteem. 
